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Karuna Ratna Tuladhar 

1920-2008 





Karuna Ratna Tuladhar was 
born in 1920 in his ancestral 
home at Asan Dhalasikwa, 

Kathmandu. He was the second 
of Pushpa Sundar Tuladhar and 
Dhan Maya Tuladhar's three 
sons. The eldest son was Lupau 
Ratna Tuladhar. The name of 
the youngest son is Pushpa 
Ratna "Sagar". 

The father Pushpa Sundar 
was a merchant who owned a 
business house with branches 
in Lhasa and Kolkata. The 
mother Dhan Maya was the 
daughter of Dharma Man 
Tuladhar, also a trader and 
philanthropist and better known 
as Dhaman Sahu. Pushpa 
Sundar spent long periods in 
Lhasa and his sons hardly saw 
him. He died in Tibet in 1935. 

Dhan Maya passed away in 
1980. 

At the time Karuna Ratna 
was born, the family had 
sponsored the renovation of the 
temple at Jana Baha and replaced its tile roofs with gilt 
metal roofs. To memorialize the event, he was named 
Karuna after the deity Karunamaya enshrined in the temple. 





Bom into a family of hereditary traders, Karuna Ratna 
would, of course, continue the tradition. After a brief period 
of schooling in Kathmandu at Durbar High School and 
Jagat Lai Master's school, he went to Kolkata to join the 
family business house located at Upper Chitpore Road. He 

served there for a number of 
years and also continued his 
studies. Kolkata was a large 
commercial centre and the final 
destination for Tibetan exports. 

Karuna Ratna went to 
Lhasa for the first time in 
1934. This was the first and 
last time he met his father. The 
family business house was 
called Ghorashyar, and it was 
located on the Bharkor which 
is Lhasa's main shopping 
district. Ghorashyar conducted 
trade between Nepal, India and 
Tibet. 

Karuna Ratna was among 
the last generation of 
traditional Lhasa merchants. 
He journeyed across the 
Himalaya to Tibet in grand 
mule caravans guarded by gun- 
toting muleteers. He made 
three trips to Lhasa, and lived 
there for 17 years altogether. 
He was also president of the Nepalese Chamber of 
Commerce Lhasa in 1952. His story is recounted in the 
book Caravan to Lhasa written by Kamal Ratna Tuladhar. 
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In 1947, Karuna Ratna married Hira Shobha Tamrakar 
of Maru who would bear him three sons and two daughters. 
He went to Tibet again in 1949. He returned for the last 
time in 1954, leaving the shop in the care of the staff and 
moved to Kalimpong where he 
opened a shop named General 
Store on Rishi Road and 
engaged in trade. Kalimpong 
then was the starting point for 
mule caravans bound for Tibet 
and an important trade centre. 

In 1959, he and his brothers 
decided to launch a transport 
service in Nepal where the first 
highway named Byroad had 
just opened. So Karuna Ratna 
returned to Kathmandu to start 
Nepal Transport Service. Its 
buses and trucks carried 
passengers and freight between 
Kathmandu and Amlekhgunj 
over Byroad. It was Nepal's 
first public bus line. It stayed in 
service till 1966. He dabbled in 
various businesses after that. 

Karuna Ratna spent a 
memorable career and passed 
away peacefully at the age of 
88 in 2008 in Kathmandu. 



PHOTOS: Asan Tol in the 1920s, Karuna Ratna Tuladhar at age 10 in a 
class photo, Kolkata in the 1940s, Lhasa in the 1940s, Karuna Ratna on 
a BSA motorcycle in Lhasa in 1951 and Chevrolet bus of Nepal 
Transport Service in 1961. 
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Sacred story telling festivals are a popular tradition in 
Nepal Mandala. During these programs, which are usually 
held in ceremonial courtyards and city squares, stories of 
the 32 previous incarnations of Shakyamuni Buddha are 
recited from loose-leaf manuscripts. This book contains a 
shortened version of 12 of the Buddha's 32 past lives in 
Nepal Bhasa. The Buddha recalled the events from his 
earlier lives described here through meditation and 
revealed them to his devotees at Jetvan Bihar 

in the city of Sravasti. 
Cover: Singha Sartha Baha and other merchants escaping 
on a horse. From an illustrated manuscript. 





